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$12 MILLION AWARDED FOR GULF WAR HEALTH RESEARCH STUDIES

As part of the Clinton Administration's commitment to better understand the illnesses
reported by Gulf War veterans, the Department of Defense (DoD), in coordination with the
Departments of Veterans Affairs and Health and Human Services, announced today the award of
$12 million for 12 new research projects on Gulf War Illnesses. This expands DoD's current
extramural research portfolio to more than 35 active projects.

The new projects include eight research efforts funded under a special Fiscal Year 1997
$10 million Congressional appropriation to the Department of Defense for scientific research to
be carried out by entities independent of the federal government. The additional four research
projects were solicited from both federal and nonfederal sources and were funded from the
Department’s science and technology account. The funded projects were selected on the basis of
scientific merit and relevance to better understand illnesses of Gulf War veterans. The final
selection of funded projects was closely coordinated with the Departments of Veteran Affairs,
and Health and Human Services through the Research Working Group of the Persian Gulf
Veterans Coordinating Board.

The U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command issued a Broad Agency
Announcement to medical researchers last December and January to submit proposals for
research projects on three specific topics:

e To determine the feasibility of epidemiological studies in human subjects, including those
thought to be near Khamisiyah, Iraq during the first two weeks of March, 1991;

e To conduct animal studies, designed to assess the possible long-term or delayed clinical
effects of low level or subclinical exposures to chemical warfare agents; and

¢ To investigate causal relationships between illnesses and symptoms among Gulf War
veterans and possible exposures to hazardous material; chemical warfare agents; stress;
potentially hazardous combinations of inoculations (i.e., anthrax and botulinum toxin) and
investigational new drugs (i.e., pyridostigmine bromide) during military service in the Gulf
War.

-MORE-

INTERNET AVAILABILITY: This document is available on DefenseLINK, a World Wide Web Server on the
Internet, at: http://www.dtic.dla.mil/defenselink/



The U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command made the awards on behalf of
the Departments of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Health and Human Services.

There were no proposals submitted for epidemiologic feasibility studies among Gulf War
veterans thought to be near Khamisiyah, Iraq during the first two weeks of March, 1991.
However, the Department is working with the Institute of Medicine to better understand any
possible health outcomes among these veterans.

Note: A list of the Fiscal Year 1997 Gulf War Illnesses Research Awards follows.

-MORE-
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